
 
 
Creating Awareness 
Artists Work to Illuminate and Support 
 
Introduction 
Attleboro’s 2023 Winter Night Festival returns to 
downtown Attleboro, MA on Saturday, February 
18th from 4pm-8pm.  The festival, a celebration of 
winter attractions and activities for all ages, 
underwent a pandemic-era pause. Happily, it has 
made its way back, with highlights including 
hayrides, a giant bonfire, food trucks, jugglers, stilt 
walkers and more. The Winter Night Festival 
typically draws 5000 visitors to downtown 
Attleboro. 
  
The Attleboro Arts Museum is a festival organizer 
and will welcome guests into its gallery during the 
event to view an exhibition of permanent collection 
work and contemporary interpretations.   
 
About Creating Awareness – Artists Work to Illuminate and Support  
A special Winter Night Festival live artmaking feature will take place parallel the Museum’s permanent 
collection exhibit. Creating Awareness – Artists Work to Illuminate and Support calls upon practicing artists to 
shine a light on the efforts of the American Cancer Society.  
 

Invited artists will use American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Greater 
Attleboro white paper luminaria bags as their canvas and make their mark 
on the bags in their own style.  Artists will be working live in the gallery 
during the Winter Night Festival, using their chosen artmaking technique – 
acrylic/watercolor/oil painting, illustrating in pencil/marker, collage, 
printmaking, ink wash, other – to embellish one or more bags.  The artists 
will leave a bit of space on one side of the bag to ultimately be filled in with 
the name of a survivor, caregiver or an individual lost to cancer. 

 



All of the Festival’s artist-embellished luminaria will travel 
from the Museum to the Attleboro Public Library for display 
and then appear at the Relay For Life of Greater Attleboro on 
June 16th-17th, 2023. The luminaria will be sold at the start of 
the Relay and personalized with a name of the buyer’s choice. 
100% of the proceeds will benefit the American Cancer Society.  
Luminaria artists will be credited at both the Attleboro Public 
Library exhibition and the Relay, and artist biographies will be 
displayed. 
 
Through the creativity of participating artists, Winter Night 
Festival visitors will view real-time artmaking techniques from 
a talented cohort while learning about a cause that touches so 
many. All artists are joining this program on a volunteer basis – 
supporting with their time, talent, and materials.  
 

Festival attendees can donate to the American Cancer Society by purchasing their own blank luminaria bag 
for $5 and decorating it alongside the artists. These luminaria will be included in the meandering illuminated 
rows of bags on display during the Relay for Life in June. 
 
Representatives from the Greater Attleboro Relay for Life, now in its 25th year, will be at the Museum during 
Creating Awareness to educate the public on the American Cancer Society’s services and the Relay. 
 
Invitation 
You are invited to participate as one of the Creating Awareness artists on February 18th. Please review the 
details below and kindly respond by February 1st, 2023 to let me know if you can join us: 
mfawcett@attleboroartsmuseum.org 
 
Date:  Saturday, February 18th  
Time: 4-8pm 

 (There are many outdoor attractions at the Festival – and with that – there is a rain date of 
Sunday, February 19th, 4-8pm.) 

Location:  Inside Attleboro Arts Museum Gallery, 86 Park Street, Attleboro 
Schedule: -   Arrive and set up: 2:45-3:30pm 

Each artist will have roughly a 2’ x 4’ tabletop space to create their work.  The 
museum will provide this tabletop and one chair.  The plan is to have rows of artists 
creating for the cause. 

- Event: 4-8pm 
- Pack up and Depart: Starting at 8pm.  Museum must be clear by 9pm. 



Directions:  Due to Winter Night Festival street closures, directions will be emailed to each participating 
artist with an event car pass. 

Parking:  One parking spot will be reserved for each participating artist starting at 2:45pm.  Artists 
that arrive before 2:45pm or after 3:15pm may not find a reserved spot. 
- Spots will only be held for artists that confirm their participation by February 1st. 

Supplies: Artists will be supplied with 1-10 luminaria bags at the event. There is no precise   
  number of bags that you need to complete at the event. We truly appreciate any   
  and all of your creative efforts. 

- Bags will also be available at the Museum starting January 26th should an artist like to 
begin or finish a selection of luminaria before the event. Bags can be picked up Tuesday 
– Saturday, 10am – 5pm through February 17th. 

- Artists are asked to provide the art materials of their choice to embellish the bags.   
- Luminaria often have cut out sections.  Feel free to incorporate that technique or take 

another route to embellish your bag(s). Each of your luminaria can be different in 
concept and/or created with a variety of materials. 

- You are encouraged to bring a cloth to drape over your table section, and other décor to 
enhance your working space. Décor and supplies can only be placed on your tabletop 
section (no larger than 2’ x 4’). 

Community: Expect visitors to stop and chat with you about your art and art practice.  Feel free to 
distribute business cards or have QR codes available to direct your new fans to your 
website/social media.  Remember that 1000s of attendees typically come to the Festival and 
traffic in the Museum may be active. 

Essentials: Please bring water and snacks.  Restrooms in the Museum will be available for Creating 
Awareness artists and Museum staff only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


